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HIGHEST REPORTED 
SNOWFALL BY COUNTY
The latest storm brought at least 9 inches of snow to the
Louisville area. This vertical line shows how much snow fell
between Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning.
Source: National Weather Service

Workers and residents in much of
Kentucky and Southern Indiana began to
dig out Thursday from a storm that
dropped more than 20 inches of snow in
some areas, shut down major interstates
and stranded drivers for hours.

Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear de-
clared a state of emergency for the sec-
ond time in three weeks because of the
severe weather, allowing for National
Guard troops to assist with the response. 

Some areas of Kentucky received up
to 25 inches of snow, according to Joe
Sullivan, a National Weather Service me-
teorologist. Louisville officially re-
ceived 11.9 inches of snow, the agency
said, while Southern Indiana got seven to
13 inches, with the highest totals in parts 

STRANDED

PAT MCDONOGH/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Cars and trucks are stuck along Interstate 65 on Thursday. Up to two feet of snow fell south of Louisville. 

See STRANDED, Page A12

Hundreds trapped
overnight on I-65
By Chris Kenning 
and Matthew Glowicki
The Courier-Journal

See WESTERFIELD, Page A4
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Attorney general bill spells trouble for candidate
FRANKFORT, Ky. — Kentucky’s attor-

ney general race sneaked onto the Sen-
ate floor last week when state Sen.
Whitney Westerfield tried to push
through a bill that would affect the of-
fice and got caught up in a debate that
he said likely will be used against him. 

Westerfield, a Hopkinsville Repub-
lican, is running for attorney general in
the GOP primary and is sponsoring a
bill that would restrict the attorney

general’s ability to hire outside law
firms to represent the state in lawsuits.

But Westerfield ran into trouble on
the floor when he couldn’t answer ba-
sic questions about the size of the at-
torney general’s budget and the depth
of cuts to it since the 2008 economic
recession. 

“Right now I don’t know, I can’t re-
call that line from the budget,” West-
erfield said under questioning from

Senate Minority Leader Ray Jones. 
Later he acknowledged that answer

may come back to haunt him. 
“I’d be surprised if somebody didn’t

try using it (in the election cycle) but
that’s not my job right now,” Wester-
field said in an interview. “I want it to
be my job next year.”

Senate Bill 118 deals with the issue 

Sen. Whitney
Westerfield.

$1.00
retail

MT DLY K1

courier-journal.com

facebook.com/courierjournal

@courierjournal

Cold will
stick
around
through
Friday;
warmer
temps
and sun 
Saturday.
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J
ust past noon on Thursday, Carl
Hester rolled down the window
of his minivan, exhausted and
impatient after spending a long
night stranded in deep snow
with hundreds of other motor-

ists on a rural, hilly stretch of Inter-
state 65 north of Elizabethtown, Ky. 

He and his fiance, sleeping beside
him, were heading from northern Ohio
to Texas for a relative’s surgery
Wednesday night when the storm
dumped up to 21 inches of snow, jack-
knifing trucks, sending cars sliding
and turning the highway into a dark,
frozen parking lot.

Throughout the night, Hester
nursed his fuel to stay warm. Truckers
offered food. Road crews carried a
sick woman to the unblocked north-
bound lanes. Some tried walking to the
nearest exit. He said at one point local
firefighters walked past with blankets
and fuel, but some still ran out of gas
during the night.

“We’d love to get out here,” he said.
“But praise God we’re OK.”
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